
 

 

• SEASONS 

 

*KNOCK KNOCK KNOCK—KNOCK KNOCK KNOCK* 

Rob here’s his dad pounding on his door and covers his face with the covers.  

*KNOCK KNOCK KNOCK—KNOCK KNOCK KNOCK* 

“What is it dad?”	  Rob shouts 

“Come on Rob, it’s time to move to the other side of the Earth for the winter.” 

Rob: “I don’t understand why the Earth has to be straight up and down and why one side 
is hot and the other side is cold. I hate having to move every six months. It takes a whole 
year for the Earth to completely revolve around the sun one time and for me to be home, 
comfortable, in my own bed!” 

Dad: “Stop your whining, Rob. Get your butt out here to the tree for breakfast so we can 
go.” 

Rob is piping mad. He sits up in bed for a while with his arms crossed then AH-HA he 
comes up with a great idea.  

Rob and his family enjoy a delicious breakfast of bacon, scrambled eggs, and pancakes. 
Everyone eats really quickly then proceeds to fly to the other side of the Earth. Rob stays 
in the tree. 

Dad: “Rob I don’t have time for games! Come on!” 

Rob stays. . . . 

Dad: “Seriously, Rob lets go!” 

Rob stays. . .  

It gets quiet and Rob doesn’t hear anything. He SMILES to himself. Then all of a sudden 
the tree starts shaking. Rob looks down and his dad has an ax and is chopping at the 
tree. 

Dad: “If you won’t fly down, I’m going to ax this tree down and force you out!” 

WHACK! WHACK! WHACK! 

On the last whack dad uses all of his might. Rob and his dad immediately feel dizzy.  

Rob: “Dad what’s happening??? Everything seems to be spinning.”	   



 

 

Rob looks down and notices that the ax is stuck in the tree and his dad is lying flat on his 
back. 

Dad: “I don’t know Rob. I’m dizzy too and the AX IS stuck in the tree.” 

Rob and his dad didn’t realize it then but what happened was, the tree was so deep 
rooted in the Earth and Rob’s dad hit it so hard that it tilted the Earth on an axis, the tree 
did a completely spin on its axis that lasted 365 days causing Rob and his dad to feel 
dizzy.  

As a result the northern hemisphere and the southern  hemisphere have an equal 
distribution of seasons. 

 	  



 

 

ACTIVITY - Seasons 
4.E.3B.4 Develop and use models to describe the factors (including tile, 
revolution, and angle of sunlight) that result in Earth’s seasonal changes. 
 
 
It is essential for students to know that Earth has distinct seasons which result 
from the tilt of its axis and its revolution around the Sun.  

• Earth revolves around the Sun one time each year in about 365 days.  
• Earth has seasons because Earth’s axis is tilted.  
• Because of the tilt, the number of daylight hours changes throughout the 

year.  
• As Earth revolves around the Sun, different parts of Earth get more 

sunlight.  
• The tilt also causes the northern or the southern part of Earth, to point 

toward the Sun.  
• When the tilt is toward the Sun, the season is summer; when the tilt is away 

from the Sun, the season is winter.  
• The two hemispheres have opposite seasons.  
• The seasons do NOT depend on the distance of Earth from the Sun.  

 
Axis  
Earth rotates around an imaginary straight line called an axis that runs through 
the planet’s center.  
 
Revolution  
The movement of Earth as it makes an orbit around the Sun in one year.  
 
Seasons  

• The effects on Earth due to the change in the amount of sunlight caused by 
the tilt of Earth’s axis.  

• Summer occurs when part of Earth is tilted most toward the Sun  
• Autumn and spring occur when neither part of Earth is pointed directly 

toward or away from the Sun.  
• Winter occurs when part of Earth is tilted away from the Sun.  
• The sequence of the seasons during the year is summer, autumn/fall, 

winter, and then spring.  
 
Activity: 
Kinesthetic Astronomy/Reasons for Seasons 

http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/activity/the-reason-for-the-
seasons/?ar_a=1 

Supplies: 

Paper indicating solstices and equinoxes	  



 

 

	  

ASSESSMENT 

Provide 4 globes on a tilt using toothpicks 

Have the students place them in a diorama marked with December, March, June 
and September 

There will be 4 potential slots for the students to place them  

 
 	  


